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Galarlaxs iv. 18. 


1. 15 FP) to be | zealouſly affetled always in a 
good thing, 


12 evident deſign of St. Paul ; in this 


epiſtle, is to caution his Galatian con- 

verts againſt the errors of certain Ju- 
daixing teachers, who had crept in among 
them unawares, and who with great zeal 
and earneſtneſs had endeavoured to perſuade 
them that it was neceſſary to join the works 
of the law, both moral and ceremonial, par- 
ticularly the rite of circumciſion, with faith 
in Chriſt, in order to their juſtification and 
acceptance with Gad. 
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8 Chriſtian Zeal | 

Notwithſtanding this opinion tended to ſap 
the very foundation of the goſpel, inſomuch 
that the Apoſtle diſowns it to be the goſpel 
which he preached, and even tiles it “ au 
ther goſpel,” yet theſe teachers (ſome of whom 
it appears by the ſixth verſe of the ſecond 
chapter, were men of note among them) pro- 
pagated it with fo great a degree of indefati- 
gable fervor, that though he condemns their 
doftrine with an anathema, yet he is conſtrained 
to bear teſtimony to their zeal. © They 
2ealouſly ect you, ſays he, but not well ;" 
and then in this 18th verſe, as if he would 
not be underſtood to ſpeak againſt all zeal 
whatever, becauſe deceivers Were inſtigated | 
by a falſe zeal for their own pernicions opini- 
nions, he adds the words choſen for our pre- 
ſent meditation It is good 10 be 2 af 
fected always in a good thing. 

Without - confining myſelf. any longer to 
the original deſign of the inſpired penman in 
theſe words, I ſhall endeavour to accommo- 
date them for the confirmation of this general 
truth, which 1s plainly deducible-from them, 
Weg and 


recommended and enfarced. 9 


and which certainly was in St. Paul's mind 
when ht wrote them, —vix. that true and 
hearty zeal for the intereſts of religion, and 
for the adyancement of piety and good works, 
as it is our greateſt glory, ſo * it to be 
our chief concern. 

But if to be zealouſly affected for theſe pur- 
poſes he both the glory and the duty of every 
chriſtian, then it will be proper to enquire 
when we may be ſaid to be thus zealouſly affefted. 

| This 1s certainly the caſe when religion 
is much in our thoughts. The mind of a 
true chriſtian 1s frequently occupied in holy 
meditation; like David he communes with 


his own heart in his chamber and is ſtill. 


He calls to mind his own ſinfulneſs and 
weakneſs, and the exceeding great love of our 
only Savior and Redeemer, in giving himſelf 
a ranſom and propitiation for him. He ex- 
amines himſelf what progreſs he makes in 
faith, hope, love, meekneſs, heavenly-mind- 
edneſs, and all other gifts and graces of the 
divine ſpirit. He mourns over hidden cor- 
ruptions w hich are open only to God's om- 
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niſcience, and with the fame holy Pfalmiſt 
is ready to cry out, J/ho can tell how oft he 
Mendeth, O cleanſe thou me ſrom my ſecret faults. 
— Nor does he ſtop here. He longs to ſee 
the advancement of God's glory in the world. 
His ſoul is grieved to behold the cold indiffe- 
rence with which religion is treated by many, 
and the great contempt which is poured upon 
it by others. Moe is me (ſays he) that I am 
conſtrained to dwell with Meſheck, and to have 
my habitation among the tents of Kedar! Lord 
how long, how long ſhall the ungodly triumph? 
O that I had wings like a dhve, ten would I flee 
away and be at reft ! 

But religion does not merely occupy the 
thoughts of him who is thus zealoyſly affected, 
it alſo influences his practice. He endeavors, 
through grace, to render all the ſervice in his 
power to the ſouls and bodies of his fellow 
creatures, and 1s ready for every good word 
and work. Regardlefs of the ſcoffs of the 
profane, and of ſuch as have the externals 
of religion only without the reality of it, he 


labors to walk cloſely with his God; he re- 
members 


recommended and enforced. 11 
members that it is written, Without holineſs ns 
man ſhall ſee the Lord; that the friendſhip of 
zhe wworld is enmity with God; that if any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him ; that. no man can ſerve two maſters, God 
and Mammon; that whoever will be the diſciple 
of Chriſt muſt take up his croſs daily, deny him- 
ſelf, and follow him; that ſtrait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unts life, 
and few there be that find it; that if any man 
be in Chrift be is a new creature; old things 
are paſſed away, and all things are become new. 
He not only reads theſe and the like paſſages 
in the ſacred ſcriptures, but he lays them 
down as the ſtandard by which his own life 
and converſation are to be formed, and does 
not (as the practice of too many is) explain 
away the power and ſpirit of them, by dwind- 
ling comments of his own deviſing. | 

Again, every real chriſtian is zealouſly af- 
jected for the truths of God. It is certain that 
we live in a day; wherein an avowed infidel 
is a character leſs dreaded, leſs particular, I 
with for once I might be uncharitable in 
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ſaying, {eſs diſiked by many, than that of 4 
ſincere devoted chriſtian. It is become quite 
faſhionable for every little pretender to reaſon 
to have his fling at the Bible, and, becaufe he 
cantiot fathom the depths of thoſe myſteries, 
which even angels look into with admiration, 
or cannot reconcile ſuch and ſuch things as 
are recorded in the ſcriptures to his own finite 
ignorance, (for I can call the higheſt human 
wiſdom by no better name when put in com- 
petition with the wiſdom of God), he there- 
fore reſiſts the whole torrent of evidence with 
which revelation offers itſelf, condemning it 
as a cunningly deviſed fable, obtruded upon 
the world in the darker ages of ſuperſtition 
and prieſtcraft, Not fo, he that is zealouſly 
affefied for the truths of God. He will not, 
indeed, take' up his principles upon truſt, nor 
profeſs himſelf a diſciple vf Chri/t, merely be- 
cauſe chriſtianity - is the eſtabliſhed religion 
of the country wherein he 1s born, but with 
a candid and unbiaſſed mind, he examines the 
grounds on which the ſcripture teſtimony is 
built, and finding them to be ſuch as nothing 
| but 


recommended and enforced. 13 
but the moſt determined prejudice can reſiſt, 
he acknowledges their divine origin : Nor 
does he withold his aſſent to any particular 
parts of them, becauſe they are beyond the 
reach of his own reaſon; but viewing the 
beauty and ſymmetry of the whole together, 
he ſuppoſes that what is above his compre- 
henſion is not leſs the effect of infinite wiſdom 
than that which is more plain and eaſy to 
be underſtood. Hence, the great doctrines of 
a Trinity in Unity, original fin, the incar- 
nation, divinity, and atonement of our bleſſ- 
ed Losp, with the neceſſity of the influences 
of the Holy Ghoſt, to enlighten, comfort, 
and ſanctify all the ele& people of God, are 
received by him, without aſking, like N:co- 
demus of old, How can theſe things be? Seeing 
them clearly revealed, he believes them on 
God's own authority, whilſt the knowledge 
he has of himſelf as a ſinner, makes him 
at once fee their fitneſs, and own their re- 
ality. And indeed, the profeſſed infidel, who 
rejects all revelation whatever, is a far more 
conſiſtent and rational character, not to ſay 
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a leſs dangerous enemy to the cauſe of re- 


ligion, than the man who pretends to admit 


the divine teſtimony, and yet at the ſame 


time totally explodes many of the leading 


truths contained in it, becauſe he cannot 
reconcile them to his own pre- conceived 
opinions; for, if God have indeed given a 
revelation of his will to the children of men, 
inſtead of being a rational ſuppoſition, it 
would be a moſt abſurd concluſion to ima- 
gine, that ſuch revelation contained nothing 
beyond what man himſelf might have diſ- 
covered, by dint of his own reaſoning powers 
and faculties. | 

You ſee now what are the thoughts, what 
the practice, what the views of all thoſe who 
are zealuſly affected for the intereſts and 
truths of the goſpel; or in other words, of 
all ſuch as are chriſtians, not only in name, 
but in reality. 

But whilſt I am deſcribing the character 
of thoſe who are z2alouſly A fected for the 
glory of God, I ſhould ſhew myſelf to have 
very little zeal indeed for the beſt of cauſes, 

were 


recommended and enforced. 1 5 
were I to let lip the preſent opportunity of 
preſſing upon this congregation a deep at- 
tention to the things which make for their 
everlaſting peace, by deſiring them to make 
it matter of ſelf- examination, whether or no 
they are thus zealouſly affetted. 

\ Brethren, let our ſentiments be what they 
may in other matters, theſe are ſtriking, un- 
deniable truths. We are all dying meny and 
dying ſinners; but we have all of us immor- 
tal, never-dying ſouls. He that ſhall live the 
longeſt among us, has not a moment of exiſt- 
ence, compared with that awful eternity 
into which we muſt all launch. What 
then are we about? Many of us zealouſly af- 
fefted indeed, but few, I fear, in a god thing. 
But, that I may not ſeem to judge harſhly in 
this matter, let us only take a view of the 
workings of our hearts this preſent day; 
what has had the firſt place in them? Per- 
haps the honors, pleaſures, or riches of the 
world; perhaps the deſire of admiration, or 
eſteem; or perhaps ten thouſand other vani- 
ties, which can never profit us. After theſe 
8 things 
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things our hearts beat Wia and our imas 
ginations rove freely; ; but alas, how cold are 
they, when things of ſar greater moment | 
are propoſed to them! Strange ! that many 
who profeſs themſelves chriſtians, can yet 
paſs whole days, and even Sabbath days, per- 
haps whole weeks, or months, I had almoſt 
ſaid years together, without one hour's ſe- 
rious thought about the ſtate of their own 
ſouls, and without one ſcriptural mark of 
chriſtianity about them. Can ſuch chriſtians 
poſſibly ſo far delude themſclyes as to ima- 
gine that they are ſtriving to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, and are giving all diligence to make 
their calling and eleftion fure ? Or, that they 
are living frirangers .and filgrims upon earth, 
and are crucified unta the , warld, and the 
quorld unto them? Be nat deceived, God is 
10 macked, far whatſoever a man Joweth , 
that fhall he alſo reap. The form of god: 
neſs without the power, will avail us nothing 
with him who ſearcheth the beart and trieth 
the reins. 


But 
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But you may poſſibly before this time be 
ready to ſay, that you don't wiſh: to be a zealot 
or an enthuſiaſt : neither would I wiſh you to 
be either one or the other, in a bad ſenſe of 
the expreſſions. But let us take heed that we 


don't perverſely call things by wrong names, 
and under the notion of ſteering clear of what 
we might deem an overheated zeal and enthu- 
ſiaſm, run away from what conſtitutes the 
very eſſence of chiſtianity itſelf, viz. a ſingle 
eye to the glory of God, and an heart devoted 
to his honor and ſervices What ſhould we 
think of the phyſician, who ſhewed no zeal 
or earneſtneſs for the caſe of his patient? of 
the lawyer who maniſted no anxiety for the 
cauſe of his client ? of the ſoldier who during 
the heat of the engagement deſerted his poſt, 
and was careleſs whether the battle were won 
or loſt? Shall we cenſure the want of Zeal 
in theſe profeſſions which reach no further 
than this life, and ſhall the chriſtian alone 
ſhew no zeal for the cauſe of his bleſſed 
Maſter ? Eſpecially ſhall the miniſters of the 
goſpel, they who have the high honor of 

O being 
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being 8 for Chriſt, they to vals 
care immortal ſouls are committed; ſhall they, 
can they, ought they, may I not add dare they 
be negligent or lukewarm in their great work? 
But alas ! the obſervation of a late learned 
and pious writer is too true; © that in every 
thing, but religion, an ardor often deſcribed 
6 by the. term enthuſiaſm is allowed and 
commended ; a poctical, a military, a pa- 
triotic enthuſiaſm, even, when they carry 
* men | beyond the ſtrict bounds of cold 
&« reaſonings and exact prudence, fail not to 
„ meet with admirers : our zeal may be fer- 
vent in every thing without cenſure, except 
we are zealous for the glory of God'and 
for the ſalvation of immortal ſouls.” * 
Bat ſurely this was not the mind of Chriſt, 
otherwiſe he would never have ſtigmatiſed 
Iuke xarmneſs in religion, with the moſt con- 
temptuous rebuke we meet with in the whole 
book of God. In the third chapter of the 
Revelation, v. 15, addreſſing himſelf to the 
Church of Laodicea whieh was entirely of 
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* Scott's Force of Truth, p. 204. 


this 
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this inſipid temper he thus ſpeaks ; I know 
thy works, that thou art neither cold ner hot, 
T would thou wert cold or hot. So then, becauſe 
Yhou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will ſpue thee out of my mouth. Becauſe thou 
fayeſt, I am rich and increaſed with goods and 
have need of nathing ; and knoweſt not that thou 


art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 


and naked. As an open enemy is leſs to be 
dreaded than a falſe friend, ſo thoſe who 
make no pretentions to religion at all, are leſs 
abominable in the ſight of God, than thoſe 
who draw nigh unto him with their lips 
whilſt their hearts are far from him. Beſides 
we find that they who have ſuch high con- 
ceits of their own goodneſs, as the church of 
Laodicea had, are generally ſatisfied with a 
very moderate ſhare of religion themſelves, 
becauſe what is wanting in reality is amply 
made up in pride and {clt-ſufficiency. From 
this Laodicean ſpirit therefore we have all 
need to cry out, Good Lord deliver us.” 
But if it be thus neceſſary 10 Be zealouſly 
Meied always in a good thing, I would hope 
. by 
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by your preſence on this occaſion, that you 
all think it highly fit and meet that you 
ſhould be zealouſly affected for the ſucceſs of 
that excellent charity, in behalf of which I 
am this day appointed to addreſs you; the 
deſign of which is ſo well known to moſt 


| here preſent, that it would be needleſs to 


take up your time in expatiating upon it. 
Suffice it to ſay, that the wiſdom and judg - 


ment with which this inſtitution was at firſt 


planned, the harmony and benevolence with 
which it has been carried on by chriſtians of 
all denominations, the diſintereſted care and 
attention of the gentlemen of the faculty, and 
of the clergy of the different pariſhes, in viſit- 
ing the patiencs, reflect the higheſt honor on 
this town and county, and call aloud to all 
here preſent, to be chearfully liberal in ſup- 
port of ſo benign an undertaking. And for 
this end I would exhort you by the beſt of 
"motives, viz. the mercies of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, to prove that you are zealouſly afſt&ted in 


this good cauſe, I am certain that if you at 


all conſider the force of that apoſtolical ex- 
b preſſion, 


recommended and enforced. 21 
_ preſſion, he love of Chrift conſtraineth us, you 
will not let paſs ſo favorable an opportunity 
of ſhewing your faith by your works, and of 
evidencing your love to hir who firſt loved 
you and gave himſelf for you, But if theſe 
motives cannot influence you, (though I would 
hope 'they will) yet at leaſt ſhew that you 
have a generous compaſſion and feeling for 
the diſtreſſes of your poor fellow-creatures, 
Let it not be ſaid that our pity waxes cold 
and that our contributions dwindle, but on 
the contrary, if they have hitherto been thirty 
or ſixty, may they now be an hundred fold, 
They who have full purſes, I would hope 
have full hearts, aud full hands, and theu we 
may certainly expect full collection plates: 
Therefore, be merciful after thy power; if 
thou haſt much, give plenteouſly; if thou haſt 
little, do thy diligence gladly to give of that 
little, Let the rich remember the example 
of Job in his affluence, as it is recorded in 
the chapter which is uſually ſet apart for the 
firſt leſſon on the preſent occaſion. He was 
yu 10 the blind, and feet 19 the lame; he was 
a father 
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a father to the poor, oe cauſed the wide r 


Beart to fing for joy. 


Let thoſe whom Providence has daes! in 
a lower ſtation of life remember that the two 
mites which the poor widow caſt into the 
treaſury, were more in the ſight of Chriſt 
than all that the rich men caſt in. It is the 
heart which God looks at through the gift, 
according as that is diſpoſed his bleſſing will 


be on the giver. Here, can be no fears of giv- 


ing amiſs, or of encouraging cheats or idle- 
neſs, for the objects are all examined before 
they can be admitted, and are particularly 
ſuch as excited our Savior's pity, whilſt he 
was on earth ; befides, that which is given is 
expended in the moft frugal as well as in the 


moſt uſeful manner for their benefit. I would 


further obſerve, that ſince the firſt eſtabliſh- 


ment of this charity, though not much above 


thirty years ago, upwards of twenty thouſand 


in and out patients have been diſcharged 


cured, and ſome hundreds more relieved; many 


of whom might, in all human A 


* Job xix. 12. 


have 
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have been loſt for want of proper care and 
medicines, if this ſalutary aſſylum had not 
been open to them; and when we conſider 
that it-could not have been open to them, 
had it not been for the liberality of thoſe 
whoſe hearts were inclined to tuccour the 
poor and needy, let me not ſuppoſe that 
there are any here preſent this day (whoſe 
circumſtances will admit of it) who will not 
chearfully lend an helping hand towards the 
ſupport of ſo good a work. And as a further 
encouragement to this laudable end, let me 
only beg you to call to mind /a few of the 
many patiages of icripture, which the judg- 
ment of our moſt excellent church has col- 
lected to be uſed before the communion ſer- 
vice, to excite us to the duty, or as the 
apoſtle Paul ſtiles it, the grace * of alms- 
giving, and a readineſs to relieve the diſtreſſes 
of the ſick and wretched ; without which, 
(though ſhe utterly diſclaims all works of 
righteouſneſs as the foundation of our faith, 
er ground of our hope, renouncing with ab- 


2 Cor. viii. 7. 


horrence 
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horrence the arrogant thought of making 
them copartners with Chriſt iu the great work 
of ſalvation), ſhe plainly declares, that all pre- 
tenſions to faith are only deluſion, and hope 
nothing elſe but preſumption.—I was hungry 
and ye gave me no meat, thirſiy and ye gave me 
no drink, naked and ye cloathed me not, fick and 
ye viſited me not, is the awful complaint which 
the Judge of quick and dead will make before 
an aſſembled world at the great day, againſt 
thoſe who ſhall then be placed at his left 
hand, and be driven. from his preſence with 
that tremendous ſentence of condemnation, 
Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the 
Devil and his angels : Whilſt the righteous, 
who in their life time have ſhewn their faith 
and zealous afſefion to the intereſts of Chriſt, 
by theſe and other works 'to the ſouls and 
bodies of their neighbours, ſhall have their 
ears tranſported with thoſe glorious words, 
Come- ye bleſſed ' of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
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| To CONCLUDE: It 1s certain that according 
to the common courſe of Providence, many 
in this large congregation will never hve to 
ſee another Infirmary Meeting (which 1s a 
further cauſe why we ſhould all be bountiful | 
whilſt time is in our hand), it is alſo as cer- 
tain, that the very ſame congregation will 
never be gathered together on this fide the 
grave, either on this, or on any other occa- 
ſion. But it is no /eſs certain, that there is a 
day, an awful day indeed, on which we muſt 
every one of us meet together again; for we 
muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Crit. Then, if not before, we ſhall all 
know the force of that important queſtion of 
our bleſſed Lord, What ſhall it profit a man if 
Be gain the whole world and loſe his own foul, or 
what ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul ? 
Then the ſcoffs and ridicule of the wicked; 
which in the days of their joy and gaiety 
they could fo liberally throw out againſt the 
power of religion and thoſe who through 
grace were made partakers of it, ſhall be 
turned into weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing 
D of 
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of teeth; or according to the nervous lan- 
guage of the author of the book of wiſdom, 
Then ſhall the righteous ſtand in great bold- 
neſs before the face of ſuch as have afflicted 
him, and made no account of his labors; 
when they ſee it they ſhall be troubled with 
fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs 
of his ſalvation, fo far beyond all that they 
looked for, and they repenting and groaning 
for anguiſh of ſpirit, ſhall fay within them- 
ſelves, This was he whom we had ſometime 
in deriſion and a proverb of reproach ; we 
fools accounted his life madneſs, and his end 
to be without honor. How is he numbered 
among the children of God, and his Jot 
among the ſaints ! 

AND now, brethren, what does ans 
ſay to theſe things? Does that faithful mo- 
nitor never whiſper that all is not right be- 
tween God and your ſouls? In ſpight of all 
your ſtudied endeavours to ſilence it's clamors 
by buſineſs, company, or a round of diſſipat- 
ing amuſements, does conſcience never warn 
you that you are unfit to die? Does conſci- 

ence 
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Ence never tell you that you are warmly and 
gealoyſly affected for the world and its trifles, 
but that you are all cold and indifferent 
where things of eternal moment are at 
ſtake? 4+ Conſcience (faith the judicious 
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and excellent Dr. Daddridge) will ſometimes 
cry out of the violence that 1s offered to it, 
and cry ſo loud as to compel the ſinner to 
hear, whether he will or no. Do you not 
ſometimes find it ſo yourſelves? When | 
you labor moſt to forget the concerns of 


* your ſoul, do they not ſometimes force 


themſelves upon your remembrance ? You 
are afraid of the reflections of your own 
mind, but with all your artifice and all 
your reſolution, can you entirely avoid 
them ? Does not conſcience follow you 
to your beds, even if denied the oppor- 
tunity of meeting you in your cloſets, and 
though with an unwelcome voice, there. 
warn you that your foul is neglected and 
will be quickly loſt? Does it not follow 
you to your ſhops and your fields? Does 
it not ſometimes mingle your ſweeteſt 

D 2 „ draughts 
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& draughts with wormwood, and your gayeſt 
* ſcenes with horror; ſo that you are like 3 
& tradeſman, who ſuſpecting his affairs to be 
& in a bad poſture, lays by his books and 
* his papers, yet ſometimes they will acci- 
0 dentally come in his way ?" 

Surely theſe are awful, intereſting enqui- 
ries ; ſuch, as if weighed in the balance of 
calm unbiafſed judgment, muſt be allowed 
to contain the words of truth and ſoberneſs, 
and will, I hope, plead my apology for hav- 
ing detained you a few minutes longer than 
you may have thought proper: Let me in- 
treat you, therefore, to put them to your 
own hearts, with the ſame candor and ſim- 
plicity, with which, I truſt, J have offered 
them; and ſuffer me only to add, that 1 
hope our prayers will not be wanting, that 
God would vouchſafe to make them effica- | 
cious to his own glory, and to the good of 
ſouls. Then ſhall the deſign of theſe feeble 
endeavors be abundantly anſwered; and, when 
this preſent aſſembled throng ſhall again. 
meet together, before the Judge of all the 

earth, 
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tarth, with ten thouſand times ten thouſand, 
and thouſands. of thouſands, even all the 
ſons and daughters of Adam; when the laſt 
trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be 
raiſed incorruptible; when the books ſhall 
be opened, and every one ſhall be judged 
according to their works; hen, to have truly 
believed in Chriſt, to have lived for the 
glory of his name, to have been zealouſly af- 
Jected for his cauſe and intereſts in the world, 
will be found to have been our higheſt wiſ- 
dom; and, even a cup of cold water, given 
for his ſake, ſhall in no wiſe loſe its reward, 

Happy they, who are thus zealoufly affected, 
and who prove the ſoundneſs of their faith 
by their hatred of all fin, and their fruitful- 
neſs in all good works, Happy here, happy 
at the great day of Chriſt's appearing, happy 
to all eternity: And that every ſoul here 
preſent may, by the divine grace and bleſ- 
ſing, be found in that truly happy number, 
may God of his free, rich, and infinite mercy 
grant, for JIEsus CHRIS T's fake, to whom, 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſ- 

| cribed 
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cribed equal honor, power, dominion and 


praiſe, now, henceforth and tor evermore. 
Amen. | | 


„ Stir up, we beſcech thee, O Lord, the 
& wills of thy faithful people, that they, 
“ plenteouſly bringing forth the fruit of 
« good works, may of thee be plenteouſly 
% rewarded; through JEsus CurIsT, our 
* Lond, Amen.” 
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